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The enemy occupied the cities of Charleston and Augusta,
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of Cape Fear River. Still, it was extremely desirable in one
march to reach Goldsboro’ in the State of North Carolina
(distant four hundred and twenty-five miles), a point of great
convenience for ulterior operations, by reason of the two rail-
_roads which meet there, coming from the sea-coast at Wilmington
" and Newbern. DBefore leaving Savannah Ihad sent to Newbern
Colonel W.'W, Wright, of the Engineers, with orders to look to
these railroads, to collect rolling-stock, and to have the roads
repaired out as far as possible in six weeks—the time estimated
‘a8 necessary for us to march that distance.

The question of supplies remained still the one of vital impor-
tanee, and I reasoned that we might safely rely on the country for .
a considerable quantity of forage and provisions, and that, if the
worst came to the worst, we could live several months on the
mules and horses of our trains. Nevertheless, time was equally
material, and the moment I heard that General Slocum had fin-
ished his pontoon-bridge at Sister’s Ferry, and that Kilpatrick’s
cavalry was over the river, I gave the general orders to march,
and instructed all the columns to aim for the South Carolina

Railroad to the west of Branchville, about Blackville and

Midway.
The right wing moved up the Salkiehatchie, the Seventeenth
Corps on the right, with orders on reaching Rivers’s Bridge to
~ cross over, and the ¥ifteenth Corps by Hickory Hill to Beau-
fort's Bridge. Kilpatrick wasg instructed to march by way of
Barnwell; Corse’s division and the Twentieth Corps o take
guch roads as would bring them into communication with the
Fifteenth Corps about Beaufort’s Bridge. All these columns
started promptly on the 1st of February. We encountered
‘Wheelers cavalry, which had obstructed the road by felling trees,
Dbut our men picked these up and threw them aside, so that this
obstruction hardly delayed us an hour, In person I accompanied
the Fifteenth Corps (General Logan) by McPhersonville and
Hickory Hill, and kept couriers going to and fro to General
Slocum with instructions to hurry as much ss possible, so 2s to
make a junction of the whole army on the South Carolina Rail-

road about Blackville. |
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I spent the night of February lst at Hiekory Hill Post- ,
Office, and that of the 2d at Duck Branch Post-Office, thirty-
one miles out from Pocotaligo. On the 3d the Seventeenth
Corps was opposite Rivers’s Bridge, and the Fifteenth approached
Beaufort’s Bridge. The Salkiehatchie was still over its banks,
and presented a most formidable obstacle. The enemy ap-
peared in some force on the opposite bank, had cut away
all the bridges which spanned the many deep channels of the
swollen river, and the only available passage seemed to be along
the narrow causeways which constituted the common roads. At
Rivers's Bridge Generals Mower and Giles A. Smith led their
Leads of column through this swamp, the water up to their
shoulders, crossed over to the pineland, turned upon the rebel
brigade which defended the passage, and routed it in utter dis-
order. It was in this attack that General Wager Swayne lost
hie leg, and he had to be conveyed back to Pocotaligo. Still,
the loss of life was very small, in proportion to the advantages
gained, for the enemy at once abandoned the whole line of the
Salkiehatchie, and the Fifteenth Corps passed over at Beaufort’s
Bridge, without opposition. , ' : )

On the 5th of February I was at Beaufort’s Bridge, by
which time General A. S. Williams had got up with five
brigades of the Twentieth Corps; I also heard of General
Kilpatrick’s being abreast of us, at Barnwell, and then gave
orders for the march straight for the railroad at Midway. I~
still remained with the Fifteenth Corps, which, on the 6th of
February, was five miles from Bamberg. As a matter of course,
I expected severe resistance at this railroad, for its loss would
sever all the communications of the enemy in Charleston with
those in Augusta, -

Early on the Tth, in the midst of a rain-sform, we reached
the railroad, almost unopposed, striking it at several points.
General Iloward told me a good story concerning this, which
will bear repeating: Ile was with the Seventeenth Corps,
marching straight for Midway, and when about five miles

. distant he began to deploy the leading division, so ‘as to be

ready for battle. Sitting on his horse by the road-side, while
44 :
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the deployment was making, he saw & man coming down the
road, riding as hard as he could, and as he approached he recog-
nized Lim as one of his own “foragers,” mounted on a white
horse, with a rope bridle and a blanket for saddle. As he came
near he called out, © Hurry up, general; we have got the rail-
road!” So,while we, the generals, were proceeding deliberate-
ly to prepare for s serious battle, a parcel of our foragers, in
search of plunder, had got shead and actually captured the
South Carolina Railroad, a line of vital importance to the rebel
Government. '
As soon as we struck the railroad, details of men were set to
“work to tear up the rails, to burn the ties and twist the bars.
This was & most important Tailroad, and I proposed to destroy
it completely for fifty miles, partly to prevent a possibility of its
restoration and partly to utilize the time necessary for General
Slocum to get up. '

The country thereabouts was very poor, but the inhabitants
mostly remained at home, Indeed, they knew not where to go.
The enemy’s cavairy had retreated before us, but his infantry
was reported in some strength at Branchville, on the farther
side of the Edisto; yet on the appearance of a mere squad of
our men they burned their own bridges—the very thing 1
wanted, for we had no uee for them, and they had.

‘We all remained strung along this railroad till the 9th of
February—the Seventeenth Corps on the right, then the Tif-
teenth, Twentieth, and eavalry, at Blackville. General Slocum
reached Blackville that day, with Geary’s division of the Twen-
sieth Corps, and reported the Fourteenth Corps {General Jef.
C. Davis's) to be following by way of Barnwell. On the 10th I
rode up to Blackville, where I conferred with Generals Slocum
and Kilpatrick, becare satisfied that the whole army would be
ready within & day, and accordingly made orders for the mext
movement north to Columbia, the right wing to strike Orange-

burg en route. Kilpatrick was ordered to demonstrate strongly .

" toward -Aiken, to keep up the delusion that we might turn to
Augusta ; but he was notified that Columbia was the next ob-
jective, and that he should cover the left flank against ‘Wheeler,
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who hung around it. I wanted to reach Columbia before any
part of Hood’s army could possibly get there. Some of them
were reported as having reached Augusta, under thg command
of General Dick Taylor.

. I-I.aving sufficiently damaged the railroad, and effected the
junction of the entire army, the general march was resumed on
th(? 11th, each corps crossing the South Edisto by separate
bridges, with orders to pause on the road leading from Orange-
burg to Augusta, till it was certain that the Seventeenth Corps
had got possession of Orangeburg. This place was gimply im-
portant as its occupation would sever the communications be-
tween Charleston and Columbia. All the heads of 'column
reached this road, known as the Edgefield road, during the
12th, and the Seventeenth Corps turned to the right, against
Orangeburg. 'When I reached the head of colunm':)pposite
Orangeburg, I found Giles A. Smith’s division halted, with a
b.attery unlimbered, exchanging shots with a party on the ;pposite
side of the Edisto. Ile reported that the bridée was gone, and
that the river was deep and impassable. I then directed ’Gen-
eral Blair to send Mower’s division below the.town,‘ some four
or. five miles, to effect a crossing there. - He laid his pontoon-
bridge, but the bottom on the other side was overflowed, and the
men had to wade through it,in places as deep as their v:raists. I
was with this division at the time, on foot, trying to pick ﬁly
way across the overflowed bottom ; but, as soon as the head of -
column reached the sand-hills, I knew that the enemy would not
long remsin in Orangeburg, and accordingly returned -to my
ho_rse, on the west bank, and rode rapidly up to where I had left
GIIIBS A. Smith. I found him in possession of the broken
hridge, abreast of the town, which he was repairing, and I was
among the first to cross over and enter the town. By and be-
fore the time either Mower’s or Giles A. Smith’s gkirmishers
entered the place, several stores were on fire, and I am sure

that some of the townspeople told me that a Jew merchant

had set fire to his own cotton and store, and from this the fire
had spread. This, however, was soon put out, and the Seven-
teenth Corps (General Blair) occupied the place during that.
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night. T remember to have visited a large hospital, on the hill
near the railroad depot, which was occupied by the orphan children
who had bgen removed from the asylum in Charleston. We
gave them protection, and, I think, some provisions. The rail-
road and depot were destroyed by order, and no doubta good deal
of cotton was burned, for we all regarded cotton as hostile
property, a thing to be destroyed. General Blair was ordered to
break up this railroad, forward to the point where it crossed the
Santee, and then to turn for Columbia. On the morning of the
13th I again joined the Fifteenth Corps, which crossed the
_ North Edisto by Snilling’s Bridge, and moved straight for Co-
lumbia, around the head of Caw-Caw Swamp. Orders were
gent to all the columnns to turn for Columbia, where it was sup-
posed the enemy had concentrated all the men they could from
Charleston, Augusts, and even from Virginia. That night I
was with the Fifteenth Corps, twenty-one miles from Celumbia,
where my aide, Colonel Audenried, picked up a rebel officer on
the road, who, supposing him to be of the same service with
himself, answered all his questions frankly, and revealed the
trath that there was nothing in Columbis except Hampton’s
cavalry. The fact was, that General Hardee, in Charleston,
took it for granted that we were after Charleston; the rebel
troops in Augusta sapposed they were our objective ; ? go they
_abandoned poor Columbia to the care of Hampton’s cavalry,
which was eonfused by the rumors that poured in on it, so that
“both Beauregard and Wade Hampton, who were in Columbia,
seem to have lost their heads.

On the 14th the head of the Fifteenth Corps, Charles R.
‘Woods's division, approached the Little Congaree, a broad, dcep
stream, tributary to thé Main Congaree, six -or eight miles be-
low Columbia. On the opposite side of this stream was a newly-
constructed fort, snd on our side a wide extent of old cotton-
fields, which had been overflowed, and was covered with a
deep slime. General Woods had deployed his leading brigade,
which was skirmighing forward, but he reported that the bridge
was gone, and that a considerable forco of the enemy was on
the other gide. I directed General Howard or Logan to send
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a brigade by a circuit to the left, to see if this stream could not
be erossed higher up, but at the same time knew that General
Blocum’s route would bring him to Columbia behind this stream,
and that his approach would uncover it. - Therefore, there was
no need of exposing much life. The brigade, however, found
means to cross the Little Congaree, and thus uncovered the pas-
sage by the main road, so that General Woods’s skirmishers at
once passed over, and a party was set to work to repair the bridge,
which occupied less than an hour, when I passed over with
my whole staff, I found the new fort unfinished and unoceu-
pied, but from its parapet could see over some old fields bounded
to the north and west by hills skirted with timber. There was
a plantation to our left, about half a mile, and on the edge of the
timber was drawn up a force of rebel cavalry of about a regi-
ment, which advanced, and charged upon some of vur foragers,
who were plundering the plantation; my aide, Colonel Auden-
ried, who had ridden forward, came back somewhat hurt and
bruised, for, observing thig charge of cavalry, he had turned for
us, and his horse fell with him in attempting to leap a ditch.
General Woods's gkirmish-line met this charye of cavalry, and
drove it back into the woods and beyond, We remained on
that ground during the night of the 15th, and I camped on the
nearest dry ground behind the Little Congaree, where on the
next morning were made the written orders for the government
of the troops while occupying Columbia. These are dated Feb-
ruary 16, 1865, in these words:

General Howard will eross the Saluda and Broad Rivers as nedr their
mouths a8 possible, cceupy Columbia, destroy the publie buildings, railroad
property, manufacturing and machine shops; but will spare libraries, asy-
lums, and private dwellings. He will then move to Winnsboro', destroying
en route utterly that section of the raiiroad. He will also cause all bridges,
trestles, water-tanks, and depots on the railroad back to the Watereo to be
burned, switches broken, and such other destruction as he can find time to
accomplish consistent with proper celerity. '

These instructions were embraced in General Order No. 26,
which prescribed the routes of march for the several columns as
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far as Fayetteville, North Carolina, and is conclusive that I then
regarded Columbia ‘as simply one point on our general route of
march, and not a8 an important conquest,

During the 16th of ¥ebruary the Fifteenth Corps reached
the point opposite Columbia, and pushed on for the Saluda Fac-
tory three miles above, crossed that stream, and the head of
column reached Broad River just in time to find its bridge in
flames, Butler's cavalry having just passed over into Columbia.
The head of Slocum’s column_ also reached the point opposite
Columbia the same morning, but the bulk of his army was
back at Lexington. I reached this place early in the morning
of the 16th, met General Slocum there, and explained to him
the purport of General Order No, 26, which contemplated the

" passage of his army across Broad River at Alston, fifteen miles
" above Columbia, . Riding down to the river-bank, I saw the
wreck of the large bridge which had been burned by the enemy,
with its many stone piers still standing, but the superstructure
gone. Across the Congaree River lay the city of Columbia,
in plain, easy view. I could see the unfinished State-House,
8 handsome granite structure, and the ruins of the railroad
depot, which were still smouldering. Occasionally a few citi-
zens or cavalry could be seen running across the streets, and
quite a number of negroes were seemingly busy in carrying off
bags of grain or meal, which were piled up near the burned
depot. )

Captain De Gres had a gection of his twenty-pound Parrott .
guns unlimbered, firing into the town. I asked him what he'l ~ -
was firing for ; he said he could see some rebel cavalry oceasion- 3
ally at the intersections of the streets, and he had an idea that{ -3
there was a large foree of infantry concealed on the opposite]
bank, lying low, in case we should attempt to cross over directly) v
into the town. I instructed him not to fire any more into the|
town, but consented to his bursting a few shells near the depot,
to scare away the negroes who were appropriating the bags of
corn and meal which we wanted, also to fire three shots at the
unoccupied State-Ilouse. I stood by and saw these fired, and
then all firing ceased. - Although this matter of firing into Co-
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lumbia has been the subject of much abuse and investigation, I -
have yet to hear of any single person having been killed in - .
- Columbia by cur cannon. On the other hand, the night before, =
when Woods’s division was in camp in the open fields at Little .
Congaree, it was shelled all night by a rebel battery from the
other gide of the river. This provoked me much at the time,
for it was wanton mischief, as Generals Beauregard and Hamp-
ton must have been convinced that they could not prevent
our entrance into Columbia. I have always contended that I
would have been justified in retaliating for this unnecessary
act of war, but did not, though I always characterized it as it
deserved. : ' .

The night of the 16th I camped near an old prison bivouac
opposite Columbia, known to our prisoners of war as “Camp -
Sorghum,” where remained the mud-hovels and holes in the
ground which our prisoners had made to shelter themselves
from the winter’s cold and the summer’s heat, The Fifteenth .

Corps was then shead, reaching to Broad River, about four miles focetion
above Columbia; the Seventeenth Corps was behind, on the 1%
river-bank opposite Columbia ; and the left wing and cavalry Kupesun
had turned north toward Alston. - :
The next morning, viz., February 17th, I rode to the head of
General Howard’s column, and found that during the night he
had ferried Stone’s brigade of Woods’s division of the Fifteenth
Corps across by rafts made of the pontoons,and that brigade
was then deployed on the opposite bank to cover the construc-
tion of a pontoon-bridge nearly finished.
I sat with General Howard on a log, watching the men lay
thig bridge; and about 9 or 10 . M. a messenger came from
Colonel Stone on the other side, saying that the Mayor of Colum-
bia had come out of the city to surrender the place, and asking
for orders. Isimply remarked to General Howard that he had
his orders, to let Colonel Stone go on into the city, and that
we would follow a8 soon as the bridge was ready, By this same
mesgenger I received a note in pencil from the Lady Superioress
of a convent or school in Columbia, in which ghe claimed to
have been a teacher in a convent in Brown County, Ohio, at the -
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time my daughter Minnie was a pupil there, and therefore ask-
ing special protection. My recollection is, that I gave the note
tomy brother-inlaw, Colonel Ewing, then inspector-general on

" my staff, with instructions to see this lady, and assure her that

we contemplated no destruction of any private property in Co-
lnumbia at all. '

As eoon as the bridge was done, I led my horse over it, fol-
lowed by my whole staff. General Howard accompanied me
with his, and General Logan was next in order, followed by
General C. R. Woods, and the whole of the Fifteenth Corps.
Ascending the hill, we soon emerged into a broad road leading
into Columbia, between old fields of corn and cotton, and_, enter-
ing the city, we found seemingly all its population, white le?d
black, in the streets. A high and boisterous wind was prevafl-
ing from the north, and flakes of cotton were flying about in
the air and lodging in the limbs of the trees, reminding us of
a Northern snow-storm.- Near the market-square we found
Stone’s brigade -halted, with arms stacked, and a large detail of
his men, along with some citizens, engaged with an old fire-engine,
trying to put out the fire in a long pile of burning cotton-bales,
which T was told had been fired by the rebel cavalry on with-
drawing from the city that morning.. I know that, to avoid

this row of burning cotton-bales, I had to ride my horse on

the sidewalk. In the market-square had collected an immense
crowd of whites and blacks, among whom was the mayor of the
city, Dr. Goodwin, quite & respectable old gentleman, who was
extremely anxious to protect the interests of the citizens, He
was on foot, and I on horseback, and it is probable I told him
then not to be uneasy, that we did not intend to stay Jong, and
had no purpose to injurethe private citizens or private property.
About this time I noticed several men trying to get through
the crowd to speak with me, and called to some black people
to make room for them ; when they reached me, they explained
that they were officers of our army, who had been prisoners, had
escaped from the rebel prison and guard, and were of course
overjoyed to find themselves safe with us. I told them that, as
soon as things settled down, they should report to General How-
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ard, who would provide for their safety, and enable them to
travel with us, One of them handed me a paper, asking me to
read it at my leisure; I put it in my breast-pocket and rode on.
General Howard was still with me, and, riding down the street
which led by the right to the Charleston depot, we found it and
a large storchouse burned to the ground, but there were, on the
platform and ground near by, piles of cotton bags filled with
corn and corn-neal, partially burned. :
A detachment of Stone’s brigade was guarding this, and
separating the good from the bad. We rode along the rail-
road-track, some three or four hundred yards, to a large foundery,
when some man rode up and gaid the rebel cavalry were close
by, and he warned us that we might get shot. "We accordingly
turned back to the market-square, and en roufe noticed that
several of ‘the men were evidently in liquor, when I called Gen-
eral Howard’s attention to it. Ie left me and rode toward
General Woode’s head of column, which'was defiling through
the town., On reaching the market-square, I again met .Dr,
(oodwin, and inquired where he proposed to quarter me,
and he said that he had selected the house of Blanton Dunean,
Esq., a citizen of Louisville, Kentucky, then a resident there,
who had the contract for manufacturing the Confederate money,
and had fled with Hampton’s cavalry, We all rode some six or
eight squares back from the new State-House, and- found a very
good modern house, completely furnished, with stabling and a
lurge yard, took it as our headquarters, and occupied it during
our gtay. I considered General Howard as in command of the
place, and referred the many applicants for guards and protec-
tion to him. Before our headquarter-wagons had got up, I
strolled through the streets of Columbia, found sentinels posted
at the principal intersections, and generally good order prevail-
ing, but did not again return to the main street, because it was
filled with a crowd of citizens watching the soldiers marching by.
During the afternoon of that day, February 17th, the whole
of the Fifteenth Corps passed through the town and out on the .
Camden and Winnsboro’ roads. The Seventeenth Corps did not
enter the city at all, but erossed directly over to the Winnghoro’
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road from the pontoon-bridge at Broad River, which was about
iles above the cify.
' fomAIfﬂ:;:Bwe bad got, ai it were, settled in Blanton D:ilinm;:
house, gay about 2 p. n., I overhauled my pocket acco; ng _
custom, to read more carefully the various notes an ‘meﬁ':)(1
randa received during the day, and found the paper .Whlch aI
been given me, as described, by one of our escaped prlso,r’lersl. ' 111:
proved to be the song of « Sherman’s March to the Sea, W‘ ;}ch
had been composed by Adjutant 8. H. M. Byers, of th? T t
Iowa Infantry, when a prisoner in the asylum at Co }nnbla:,
which had been besutifully written off by a fellow-pnsonelé
and handed to me in person. . This appeared to me so goo
that I at once sent for Byers, attached him' to my staff, provided
him with horse and equipment, and took him as far as Fayette-
ville, North Carolina, whence he was sent to 'Washmgton. is
bearer of dispatches. He is now United States (301.15111 at Zurich,
Switzerland, where I have since been his guest. Iinsert th.e gong
here for convenient reference and preservation. Byer.s said that
there was an excellent gleeclub among the Prisoners in 00]umi
bia, who used to sing it well, with an audience often of rebe
fudies: SHERMAN'S MARCH T¢O THE SEA.
- f 3 antry. Arranged and sung by the Pris-
gt by ot B Y s i, 4
I.
Our camp-fires shone bright on the mountain
That frowned on the river below, )
As we stood by our guns in the morning,
And eagerly watched for the foe;
‘When a rider came out of the darkness
That hung over mountain end tree,
And shouted, * Boys, up and be ready!
For Sherman will march to the sea!™

Chorus.

Then sang we & song of our chieftain,
" That echoed over river and lea;
And the stars of our banner shone brighter
When Sherman marched down to the seal
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Then cheer upon cheer for bold Sherman
Went up from each valley and glen,
And the bugles rechoed the music
That came from the lips of the men ;
For we knew that the stars in our banner
More bright in their splendor would be,
And that blessings from Northland would greet us,
When Sherman marched dewn to the sea !
Then sang we a song, ete,

I,

Then forward, boys! forward to battle|
We marched on our wearisome way,
We stormed the wild hills of Resaca—
God blesa thoss who fell on that day!
Then Kenesaw frowned in its glory, .
Frowned down on the flag of the free H
DBut the East and the West bore our standard,
And Shermsn marched on to the ses!

Then sang we a song, ete.

1v.

Btill onward we pressed, till our banners
Swept out from Atlants’s grim walls,

And the blood of the patriot dampened
The s0il where the traitor-flag falls ;

But we pansed not to weep for the fallen,
Who slept by each river and tree,

Yet wo twined them a wreath of the laurel,
As Bherman marched down to the sea!

Then sang we a song, ete.

v.

Oh, proud was our army that morning,
That stoed where the pine darkly towers,
‘When Bherman said, ** Boys, you are weary,
But to-day fair Bavannah is oura! *
Then sang we the song of our chieftain,
That echoed over river and lea, - ‘
And the stars in our banner shone brighter -
When Sherman camped down by the sea]
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